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College   Tours:   In-Person   VS   Virtual   

By:   Bianca   Talarico   
     COVID-19   has   
a�ected   millions   of   
high   school   seniors   
across   the   country.   
With   a   travel   ban   and   
social   distancing   
requirement,   visiting   
potential   colleges   has   
become   an   issue.   In   
previous   years,   
seniors   would    be   
able   to   travel   to   
schools   and   take   
tours;   visiting   
dorms,   classrooms  

and   exploring   the   campus.   Now,   many   colleges   
are   completely   shut   down   for   tours,   some   not   
even   opening   for   in-person   classes   this   year.   
Not   being   able   to   see   what   a   campus   is   like   
before   committing   to   it   can   be   a   di�cult   
situation.   

At   Plainville   High   School,   some   seniors   
were   able   to   visit   colleges   while   others   were   left   
to   virtual   tours.   Kassidy   Gagnon   was   fortunate   
enough   to   visit   Northeastern   University   and   
Boston   College   in   Boston,   Massachusetts.   Masks   
and   social   distancing   were   required   and   she   
was   not   able   to   view   everything   in   person,   “We   
weren’t   able   to   go   into   the   dorms   or   classrooms   
at   all,”   Gagnon   explained.   This   is   something   

that   may   be   considered   an   upside   to   virtual   
tours,     

When   taking   virtual   college   tours,   you   
are   able   to   view   the   whole   campus.   You   can   see   
inside   dorms   and   classrooms,   and   get   a   visual   of   
what   the   overall   campus   looks   like.   Though   you  
may   be   able   to   get   an   idea   of   what   the   campus   is   
like,   it’s   hard   to   know   what   it   would   be   like   to   
actually   be   on   the   property.   Elena   Gorneault   is   a   
Plainville   senior   who   took   a   virtual   tour   of   
Emerson   College   in   Downtown   Boston   this   fall.   
She   explained   how   she   would   have   preferred   to   
visit   the   school   in-person.   “It   seemed   like   a   big   
campus   and   I   would   have   felt   more   comfortable   
seeing   it   for   myself,”   Gorneault   said.   
Considering   the   upsides   of   being   able   to   view   
things   she   might   not   be   able   to   see   if   she   visited   
in   person,   Gorneault   felt   as   though   the   
experience   didn’t   live   up   to   what   she   was   
hoping;   a   common   feeling   considering   the   
conditions   we   are   in   right   now.   

Though   virtual   tours   may   not   be   a   top   
choice   for   seniors   this   year,   there   isn’t   always   a   
way   around   it.   If   a   college   is   available   for   
in-person   tours,   definitely   jump   at   the   chance,   
but   make   sure   to   take   precautions!   Always   wear   
a   mask   and   social   distance   when   around   others.   
If   only   virtual   tours   are   available,   don’t   be   afraid   
to   look   into   them,   they   may   be   helpful   down   the   
line.   

  

  

  

  

  



  
  

  

Travel   During   A   Global   Pandemic   

  

By:   Elena   Gorneault  
Traveling   is   something   that   many   people   enjoy   
but   have   not   been   able   to   do   because   there   has   

been   a   global   
pandemic   going   
on   in   the   world   
right   now.   
Although   some   
people   have  
refrained   from   
traveling,   others   
have   decided   to  
travel   in   a   
di�erent   way.   The   
way   that   travel   

has   changed   
because   of   
COVID-19   is   that   
masks   are   worn   

almost   every   new   place   that   you   go   to.   If   you   do   
decide   to   travel,   it   should   be   known   that   people   
who   do   end   up   travelling   have   the   potential   to   
spread   COVID-19.   To   prevent   that,   health   
o�cials   recommend   to   not   travel   if   you   are   sick   
or   travel   with   a   person   who   is   sick.   People   who   
have   traveled   during   the   pandemic   have   had   
di�erent   experiences   than   what   travel   was   like   
before   the   global   pandemic.   Bianca   Talarico   and   
Kassidy   Gagnon   were   both   interviewed   for   their   
own   personal   experiences   with   traveling   that   
happened   both   before   and   after   the   start   of   the   
COVID-19   pandemic.     

Before   the   pandemic,   Kassidy   Gagnon   
went   to   Florida   and   her   experience   overall   was   
a   pleasant   one   because   while   in   Florida   she   
attended   Universal   with   the   possibility   of   having   
unlimited   food.   But   after   the   start   of   the   
pandemic,   Gagnon   went   to   Massachusetts   and   
her   experience   was   di�erent   from   the   trip   she   

had   in   Florida.   During   her   stay   in   
Massachusetts,   Gagnon   visited   Boston   and   
Salem,   but   with   restrictions   in   place   in   her   hotel   
room.   “The   restrictions   in   place   were   for   our   
own   safety,   but   overall   I   had   a   fun   time   and   I   
can’t   wait   to   visit   again,”   Gagnon   said.   Travel   
going   back   to   normal   seems   reasonable   within   
Gagnon’s   eyes   and   the   reason   for   that   is   
because   she   believes   that   the   safety   regulations   
will   stay   the   same   as   well   as   her   wearing   a   mask   
when   she   is   on   a   flight.   The   experience   of   travel   
before   and   during   the   global   pandemic   has   
changed   through   safety   regulations   but   would   
not   stop   Gagnon   from   traveling   again   with   said   
safety   regulations   in   place.      

Bianca   Talarico   also   has   a   lot   of   
experience   of   traveling   before   and   after   the   
start   of   the   global   pandemic.   Before   the   global   
pandemic,   Talarico   went   to   many   places   such   as   
London,   Paris,   New   York   City   and   after   the   
pandemic   she   went   to   New   York   city   again.   
Regulations   were   in   place   such   as   masks   being   
worn   and   spots   on   the   ground   on   where   to   
stand.   “New   York   City   was   almost   empty   when   I   
went,   it   was   very   weird   to   see   and   experience,”   
Talarico   said.   Travel   going   back   to   normal,   pre  
COVID-19,   seems   likely   according   to   Talarico,   
but   people   will   take   more   caution   in   places   with   
the   safety   regulations   staying   in   place.     

Travel   at   the   moment   seems   to   be   put   on   
pause   which   is   understandable   since   there   is   a   
global   pandemic   going   on.   In   the   future,   there   
are   hopes   that   travel   will   go   back   to   normal   but   
both   people   who   were   interviewed   believe   that   
safety   regulations   will   remain   in   place   to   keep   
people   safe.   Hopefully   travel   will   resume   once   
there   is   a   cure   for   COVID-19   but   at   the   moment,   
travel   does   seem   possible   but   should   be   taken   
with   precautions   beforehand.   

  



  
  

     
  

“Covid-19   and   How   It   A�ects   People’s   
Mental   Health”   

  
  

By:   Arianna   Roman   
    
   Mr.   Vallera   said   this   pandemic   a�ected   
him   personally   and   professionally.   He   couldn’t   
see   his   family   which   a�ected   him   deeply   
because   he's   a   family   person.   He   also   lives   with   
his   mother   who   is   a   little   older   so   it’s   a   high   risk   
for   him   to   come   to   school   and   then   go   back   
home   to   take   care   of   her.   It   a�ected   him   in   a   
bad   way   because   he   liked   going   out   a   lot   and   
going   shopping   and   exploring   new   things.   He   
changed   a   lot   of   things.   For   example   he   said,   “I   
expanded   my   technical   skill   set   and   learned   
how   to   do   online   shopping.”   What   Vallera   has   
realized   about   himself   is   that   he   can   build   
things.   Mr.   Vallera   said,   “All   I   did   to   cope   with   
Quarantine   was   binge   watch   netflix.”   He   said   
Covid-19   is   very   easy   for   him   because   he’s   a  
germaphobe   and   nothing   really   changed   for   
him.   Some   things   he   would   do   di�erently   if   we   
had   another   worldwide   pandemic   is   he   
wouldn’t   wait   on   stocking   up   supplies,   he   would   
get   them   right   away   because   that   was   one   of   his   
biggest   problems   during   last   pandemic;   he   
barely   had   food   and   stores   would   run   out   of   
food   during   the   pandemic   so   that’s   something   
that   he   would   do   di�erently.    Mr.   Vallera’s   
opinion   on   how   COVID   has   

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

changed   people's   mental   health   is   that   they   
might   have   lacked   social   skills.     
Some   people   never   minded   their   mental   health,   
so   they   were   never   prepared   for   it.   For   the   
people   who   already   were   stressed   and   were   
struggling   with   mental   health,   it   got   worse   for   
them.    COVID-19   made   being   social   so   much   
harder   for   them   when   they   got   to   start   going   
out   and   start   doing   normal   things   again.     
Mentally,   Mr.   Vallera   said   the   pandemic   made   
him   more   motivated   to   do   things   because   he   
didn’t   get   to   do   them   when   he   was   in   
quarantine.   For   some   it   made   people   less   
motivated   because   they   started   getting   lazy   and   
used   to   not   doing   anything.     

  

    

  



  
  

  
  

  
  

How   Does   the   Pandemic   A�ect   High   School   
kids'   Way   of   Learning?!   

By:   Jaida   Vasquez      
“Ugh   Covid,”   so   many   kids   
would   say   or   “I   hate   Covid.”   
Te’Andre   and   Tianna   go   to   
Plainville   High   School.   They   
were   asked   plenty   of   
questions   about   how   they   
feel     
about   COVID-19   and   how   it   
changed   the   way   they   
learn.     
“It   was   easy   because   you   

didn't   have   to   look   for   the   
teachers   and   can   just   email   them,”   Te'Andre   
Ross   said   when   asked   “Is   it   hard   to   
communicate   with   teachers   online   then   in   
person?”    One   of   the   questions   asked   was,   “Do   
you   think   school   was   better   when   it   was   half   
and   half,   such   as   two   days   a   week?”   Te’Andre   
said,   “Yes,   because   he   felt   like   it   was   safer   and   
not   many   kids   are   all   together   at   once,   
especially   for   kids   that   live   in   Hartford,   because   
they   have   to   wake   extra   early   and   but   when   it   
was   two   days   a   week   we   got   to   wake   up   at   least   
10   minutes   early   to   go   online   to   learn.”   

Another   question   he   was   
asked   was   “How   would   
you   like   to   learn   as   of   
right   now?”   Te’Andre   
responded     

by   saying   “half   and   half”   because   it   was   much   
easier   for   him   to   focus   and   get   things   done   
while   also   having   little   breaks.   Also,   there   are   
not   many   kids   around   and   we   don't   have   to   
wake   up   as   early   as   we   do   to   go   to   school.   
Asking   Tianna   the   same   question   as   the   last   
student   she   said   “ Before   I   did   like   two   days   a   
week   and   did   online   when   we   went   back   to   
school   full   time   with   a   mask.   I   feel   better   and   
comfortable   that   way   because   I'm   not   used   to   
doing   online   school.   I   always   had   a   teacher   in   
front   of   me   helping   with   my   work   instead   of   
being   online   like   I   see   a   di�erence   in   between   
my   grades   when   I   do   online   school   I   get   
stressed   out   and   being   behind   on   my   work   
when   I'm   in   school   I'm   more   calm   and   relaxed   
and   I'm   more   organized.”   

The   last   question   asked   to   Tianna   was   
“Do   you   think   it's   hard   to   focus   in   school   and   
also   during   online?”    Tianna   responded   by   
saying   “No   it's   not   hard   to   focus   in   school   
because   all   you   have   to   do   is   stay   positive,   try   
your   best   on   the   work   and   stay   in   touch   with   
your   teacher.   Write   down   your   assignment   and   
also   keep   on   checking    your   grades.”   Others   
kind   of   disagree   and   agree   with   her   about   the   
online   school   part   because   most   kids,   even   me   
are   really   connected   to   our   phones   and   we   (as   
in   we   I   mean   teens)   get   distracted   by   it   and   
might   miss   things   but   you   also   have   to   count   on   
yourself   for   the   better   you.      

  
  

  



  
  

N ovember   College   Advice   for   Seniors   
By   Alicia   Quirion   
The   college   application   process   is   not   an   easy   
one   and   November   is   a   crucial   month   for   

  the   application   process   .   
Two   of   Plainville   High  
School’s   counselors   gave   
some   advice   for   these   
application   submissions.   
After   such   a   troubling   
pretty   crucial   month   time,   
seniors   need   as   much   
guidance   as   possible   due   
to   our   late   start.   
Counselors   gave   input   of   
how   they   applied   and   tips   
for   this   year   seniors.   

      First   Mrs.   Amanda   Hitchcock,   She   is   one   of   
Plainville's   guidance   interns   this   year.   Mrs.   
Hitchcock   applied   to   college   in   November   
2012.   She   is   currently   studying   for   her   masters   
in   psychology.   Mrs.   Hitchcock   helps   run   the   
google   classroom   available   for   seniors   this   
year,   she   also   has   a   google   doc   that   she   
updates   daily   on   college   fairs   and   virtual   tours.   
In   the   google   classroom   there   are   many   
helpful   tips,   and   how-to’s   on   applying   for   
college.   One   issue   students   have   when   
applying   to   colleges   is   writing   their   college   
essay.   Mrs.HItchcock   spoke   about   this.   She   
suggests   always   going   to   an   english   teacher   for   
your   essays.   Schedule   a   time   and   place   to   sit   
down   and   review   your   essay   to   make   sure   it   is   
grammatically   correct   and   flows   correctly.   
One   thing   she   emphasized   during   our   
interview   was   the   importance   of   your   essays   
being   “Natural   and   organic”.   Mrs.   Hitchcock   
went   on   to   say   “You   do   not   have   to   apply   with   
the   one   you   wrote   in   english   class.   Make   sure   
it   speaks   to   who   you   are.   It   should   be   
enjoyable   and   the   essay   should   speak   to   you.   “   
Writing   a   college   essay   should   not   be   a   chore,   

it   should   express   who   you   are   as   a   person   or   
highlight   your   growth.   
Mr.Aldo   Vallera   also   spoke   about   applying   to   
colleges.   He   had   a   very   di�erent   experience   
applying   to   colleges   than   most,   he   applied   in   
April   of   1985,   he   was   not   planning   on   attending   
college,   rather   than   dreamed   of   moving   to   
oregon   to   be   trained   in   owning   a   bicycle   shop.   
He   ended   up   having   his   mother   choose   his   
path   after   a   dispute   and   he   says   “Fine   you   
decide   what   I   am   doing   with   my   life”   .   His   
mom   decides   that   he's   going   to   University   of   
Tampa.   Both   Mr.   Vallera   and   Mrs.Hitchcock   
transferred   schools   a   few   times   throughout   
their   college   experiences.   They   both   
encourage   you   to   apply   to   roughly   5   schools.   
Make   sure   to   include   a   safety   school   and   one   
to   two   reach   schools.   In   November   most   
counselors   encourage   you   to   be   already   
applied   and   searching   for   scholarships   but   if   
not   focus   on   early   decision   colleges,   finalize   
your   essays   and   get   in   your   letters   of   
recommendations   and   SAT   scores   if   you   are   
sending   them   in.   One   of   the   largest   di�erences   
with   applying   to   schools   during   this   time   of   
covid   is   that   you   do   not   get   the   campus   
experience.   “The   warm   and   fuzzies   count’   is   
what   Mr.   Vallera   said,   You   will   know   the   feel   of   
a   school   if   you   know   you   want   to   be   there.   
Virtual   tours   are   not   the   same.   They   are   
propaganda   and   marketing.     Something   to   
take   away   from   these   two   individuals   on   this   
topic   was   the   importance   of   trusting   yourself.   
Go   out   and   experience   life   and   if   you   notice   
that   what   you   are   doing   is   not   what   you   are   
passionate   about   anymore.   That   is   okay.   As   
Mr.Vallera   told   me   “You   have   such   a   long   life   to   
find   something   that   makes   you   happy”   

  



  
  

Covid-19   Takes   Over   Education   
    By:   Lindsey   Lopez    

This   pandemic   has   been   something   that   
we   never   expected   and   a�ected   us   in   so   many   
ways.   Education   has   been   one   of   them.   Ms.   
Butler   an   ESL   teacher   says    how   has   Covid   
a�ected   her   as   a   teacher   and   she   responded   
with   “The   amount   of   work   that   I   had   to   do   it’s   

gone   up   a   lot,”   she   
goes   on   to   explain   
that   she   can   only   see   
her   student   at   certain   
times   and   she   can’t   
help   her   students   as   
much   as   she   use   to   
before   the   pandemic   
hit.   Would   Ms   Butler   
prefer   teaching   from   
home   or   in   school?   
She   answered   that   
teaching   from   home   
can   be   distracting.   

Mrs.   Butler   also   mentions   how   it   is   harder   to   
teach   ESL   students   and   to   demonstrate   things   
to   them.   Mrs   Butler   as   a   support   teacher   she   
tried   her   best   limiting   her   assignments.   Mrs   
Butler   also   mentioned   that   it   was   very   di�cult   
for   her   students   that   can’t   speak   english   and   it   
was   worse   because   they   have   to   worry   about   
using   technology   and   to   understand   what   the   
teacher   is   teaching.   In   response   to   whether   or   
not   the   pandemic   would   get   better   or   worse,   
Ms   Butler   said   worse   since   not   a   lot   of   people   
are   getting   enough   Vitamin   D.   Mrs   Butler   
states,   “It's   going   to   be   very   hard   to   tell   the   
di�erence   between   the   Flu   and   Covid”.   

Interviewing   two   di�erent   student’s   to   
see   their   perspective   on   how   Covid   has   
a�ected   them   starting   with   Yuliana   a   
sophomore   in   Plainville   High   School.She   
explains   how   doing   remote   learning   a�ected   

her   grades   because   they   went   down,   made   her   
more   prone   to   procrastinate,   and   remote   
learning   had   her   very   stressed   because   of   all   
the   work   the   teachers   sent   out   to   her.   She   
mentions   how   she   prefers   being   in   school   and   
she   gets   extra   support   from   her   teachers   when   
she   needs   it   instead   of   emailing   them   and   
waiting.   Hearing   Yuliana’s   opinion   she   think   
that   us   seniors   would   have   a   graduation   and   
states   “They   will   be   more   careful   and   learn   
from   experience   from   last   graduates,   they   will   
be   more   organized   and   prepare   for   what   will   
happen”.   Moving   forward   to   the   next   student   
Daisy,   a   senior   in   Plainville   High   School   
explained   how   Covid   has   a�ected   her   school   
year   and   how   she   believes   if   the   Covid   cases   
do   not   decrease   we   will   be   full   remote.   She   
reveals   how   she   was   so   overwhelmed   with   the   
work   that   they   were   giving   her   and   also   how   
she   felt   that   the    teachers   were   not   
communicating   with   each   other   due   to   big   
assignments   being   due   on   the   same   days   most   
of   the   time.   She   says   how   she   had   to   adapt   to   
submitting   homework   and   trying   to   
understand   how   to   use   the   teachers   resources   
like   Khan   Academy,   Kami,   among   other   
resources   she   states,“Overall   there   was   so   
much   happening   in   real   life   due   to   covid   and   
the   homework   wasn’t   making   it   any   better”.     

Covid   has   a�ected   us   in   so   many   ways   
but   we   learned   how   to   go   to   school   with   masks   
and   being   social   distancing   and   cleaning   our   
tables   before   and   after   class.   The   more   we   get   
used   to   adapting   to   this   routine   we   will   feel   
like   it   is   normal   and   not   as   hard   as   it   was   in   
the   first   weeks   of   school.   There   were   some   ups   
and   downs   through   the   beginning   of   the   
school   year   but   most   importantly   we   are   safe   
and   keeping   social   distancing   hopefully   will   be   
in   school   during   winter   time.   

  



  
  

  

  
  

  
  

How   the   Worldwide   Pandemic   A�ected   Artists   And   Their   Creative   Process   
   Written   by   Te’Andre   Ross   

  
The   pandemic   and   Covid   19   have   a�ected   

everyone   in   many   di�erent   ways,   but   artists   and   
young   creators   have   been   positively   and   
negatively   a�ected   by   the   pandemic.   A   young   
musician   by   the   name   Dan   says   the   pandemic   
has   helped   
and   harmed   
him   when   it   
came   to   
creating   
music.     

Dan   
says   he   was   
entering   
depression   
because   of   
the   pandemic   
and   not   being   
able   to   create   
music   has   made   things   even   worse.   “Creating   
music   is   an   outlet”   he   says,   it's   his   way   of   
expressing   himself   in   the   form   of   music.   When   
asked   if   our   weird   transition   “With   school   being   

closed   out   of   nowhere,   did   our   weird   transition   
into   online   school   interfere   with   your   creative   
mindset   or   motivation   to   create?”     
Dan   says   he   wasn't   in   a   great   mood   to   write   
music,   he   was   very   worried   about   what   the   
virus   could   do.   Dan   was   very   worried   about   the   
unknown   that   it   ended   up   taking   from   his   
creative   process.     

It   was   also   Dan’s   last   year   of   high   school,   
so   passing   and   making   sure   grades   were   good   
was   also   a   hard   task   to   do   because   of   how   
sudden   and   random   the   change   was,   “I   think   
the   pandemic   put   us   all   in   this   weird   space   in   
life,   we   felt   like   we   couldn't   do   anything,   i   
personally   felt   like   i   couldn’t   function   or   make   it   
through   anything”.     

Wrapping   up   the   interview   Dan   was   
asked    “what   did   you   learn   from   this   pandemic   
and   being   at   home   for   months   without   any   
human   contact?   Dan   answered   “I've   always   
been   someone   who   liked   to   stay   home   and   have   
alone   time.”   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  



  
  

  
Mystery   Painting   
Why   is   this   painting   in   Plainville   High   School?   
Yohaiza   Zenon   

  
  

Have   you   ever   passed   through   the   main   
stairs   by   the   library,   looked   up   and   thought   to   
yourself,   what   does   this   painting   mean?   
Well,the   painting   is   actually   a   dedication   for   
Mel   Perry,   a   music   teacher.   The   painting   was   
driven   by   the   Plainville   High   School   student   
council,   in   1978,   made   by   the   artist   ,Richard   
Brzozowski.   

Coming   into   Plainville   High   School   as   a   
new   student   you're   intrigued   by   everything   
you   see   and   the   painting   was   one   that   caught   
my   eye.What   came   to   my   surprise   was   the   
amount   of   people   who   had   been   here   for   years   
who   still   had   no   clue   what   the   painting   meant,   
which   is   visible,causing   an   intriguing   thought   
because   it   has   been   up   there   for   so   many     

  

Years,   so   you   want   to   know   what   it   means.   
Mrs.   Pietri   found   out   that   Mel   Perry   meant   
alot   to   his   students.”Not   only   was   he   a   music   
teacher   but   he   was   a   friend   to   all   his   
students,”   said   Mrs.   Pietri.   It   was   one   of   the   
reasons   the   student   council   was   so   excited   to     
dedicate   the   painting   to   him.   Painted   in   one   of   
the   main   entrances,   they   wanted   him   to   be   
remembered   and   to   not   be   forgotten,   and   to   
do   so   they   made   sure   no   one   would   go   without   
noticing   the   painting.   Most   Plainville   students   
had   noticed   the   painting,   stating,”I   always   see   
the   painting   but   never   know   what   it   means”.   
The   painting   is   an   image   of   him   conducting   
the   band   on   the   left   side   of   the   painting   with   
the   rest   being   more   instruments.   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Painting   in   memory   of   Mel   Perry   
  

The   painting   as   a   whole   describes   who   Mel   Perry   
was,   a   music   teacher,   who   was   simply   passionate   
about   his   music   and   his   students. Without   the   help   of   
artist   Richard   Brzozowksi    the   painting   wouldn't   
have   been   possible,   and   with   this   painting   we   will   
keep   the   memory   of   Mel   Perry,   forever.   

  

  
  

  



  
  

  
  

  

  

  
  
  
  
  

  



  
  

The   Pathway   Of   Plainville’s   Co-op   Hockey   Team   
Written   By:   Joshua   Fontaine   

Rocky   Hill,   Middle   Town,   Plainville,   Hadam,   
Killingworth.   RMPHK   Terriers   Ice   hockey   Team,   
Home   rink   at   Cromwell   Ice   Rink.   Ice   hockey   is   a   
great   sport   for   anybody   to   play.   RMPHK   Terrier   is   a   
new   team   starting   this   year   but   for   the   past   three   
years   these   schools   played   for   WMRP   eagles.   Many  
of   the   juniors   from   last   year   that   are   seniors   now   
were   sad   and   angry   that   our   team   got   split   up   for   
our   senior   year.   It   was   unfortunate   that   we   got   
kicked   o�   the   team   but   as   Noah   Swanson   former   
player   on   both   teams   states,   “He   was   excited   that   we   
got   a   new   team   seeing   we   most   likely   wouldn't   have   
been   playing   hockey   this   year   if   we   didn't   find   a   
team   to   play   on”.   Getting   a   team   in   general   was   good   
enough   but   since   we   were   able   to   start   up   our   own   
team   as   seniors   is   great   news.   

Our   new   head   coach   of   the   team   who   we   
refer   to   him   as   Coach   Dubos,   has   worked   everyday   
to   get   this   team   together.   After   asking   Mr.   Dubos   
several   questions,   he   was   asked,   when   did   he   realize   
he   wanted   his   own   team   and   why   and   Mr.   Dubos   
states,   “Since   I   graduated   college   back   in   94   from   
Uconn   a   I   wanted   to   coach   a   team.   I   played   on   the   
Uconn   club   team   for   hockey   and   since   I   was   22   years   
old   I   wanted   my   own   team   to   coach.”   Mr.   Dubos   is   a   

teacher   at   Rocky   Hill   
High   School   and   is   now   
the   head   coach   for   the   
team.   He   plans   to   stick   
with   the   team   no   
matter   what   and   give   
the   kids   the   dreams   he   
had   when   he   was   

younger.     
  Mr.   Dubos   and   the   team   
hopes   to   have   the   
o�cial   season   this   year   

for   hockey   with   Covid   being   around   to   change   
things   up.   Last   year   the   Ice   hockey   team   for   
Plainville   got   shut   down   by   CIAC   right   in   the   middle   
of   the   tournament.   As   of   a   week   ago   today   my   school   

(Rocky   hill)   has   been   put   into   a   2   week   quarantine   
and   they   can't   play   hockey   or   go   to   school   which   
plays   a   huge   impact   on   us.   We   are   playing   fall   season   
with   only   9   people   instead   of   16!   Also   Middletown   
got   a   2   week   quarantine   for   Covid   cases   in   school   
and   they   can   still   play   sports   that   aren't   connected   
to   the   schools   program   which   allows   them   to   play   
fall   hockey.   But   they   can't   go   into   school.   
Everyschool   has   their   own   rules   for   the   preseason   
but   once   the   real   season   comes   we   have   to   follow   
the   CIAC   guidelines.   The   CIAC   is   already   making   
new   rules   for   this   upcoming   season.   Kids   have   to   
take   temperatures   and   fill   out   forms   to   make   sure   
they   don't   show   up   with   Covid   and   get   others   sick.   
Every   player   has   to   wear   a   mask   that   is   hooked   up   to   
your   helmet.   Hockey   won't   be   the   same   anymore   but   
everybody   is   happy   we   can   at   least   play.   Noah   
Swanson   states,   “I'm   not   playing   hockey   as   of   right   
now   and   for   at   least   another   week   which   is   
unfortunate   but   I   need   to   stay   positive   and   hope   for   
the   best.   All   I   can   ask   for   is   to   be   able   to   play   this   
season   for   my   final   year   of   high   school.”   

Seeing   the   last   years   seniors   cry   over   the   
season   ending   early   we   do   not   want   to   be   in   their   
positions   this   year.   Hopefully   they   allow   fans   at   
these   games   to   watch   us   play   hockey.   More   people   
need   to   know   more   about   the   team   and   hopefully   
come   visit   a   game   or   more   if   they   do   allow   the   fans.   
The   head   coach   of   the   team   was   asked,   how   could   
we   get   more   people   to   know   about   the   team?   He   
states,   “Hopefully   all   the   schools   can   inform   some   
news   about   the   team   but   also   the   kids   that   are   
playing   on   the   team   can   tell   friends   and   post   it   on   
their   social   media.   I'm   also   hoping   to   keep   the   coop   
strong   and   keep   the   town   together   and   maybe   even   
add   more   towns.   This   is   one   of   the   best   sports   out   
there!”   Hockey   is   indeed   a   great   sport   and   having   a   
brand   new   team   is   even   better.   Everybody   playing   
on   the   team   this   year   can   create   a   legacy   and   leave  
great   memories   behind.   This   team   is   going   to   mean   
a   lot   to   the   kids   playing   on   it   and   the   parents   and   
also   the   coaches   and   even   bigger   the   schools.     

  
  
  

  

  



  
  

    

“Balling   with   the   Blue   Devils”   
By   Corey   Rexinger-McConnell   on   November   6th,   2020   

  
After   the   
announcement   
of   a   definite   
soccer   season   
by   the   CIAC,   
no   team   was   
more   thrilled   
to   once   again   

hit   the   pitch   as   
much   as   the   

Plainville   Blue   devils.   The   boys   soccer   program   
led   by   head   coach   Tim   Brown   has   been   very   
successful   throughout   the   years   thriving   in   the   
state   tournament   for   as   long   as   time   could   tell.   
With   that   being   said   it   wasn't   until   2018   when  
the   Plainville   boys   soccer   team   had   brought   
home   the   program's   first   ever   state   
championship.   In   the   process   of   doing   so   the   
team   had   to   defeat   the   the   #2   seed   (Granby  
Memorial)   in   the   quarterfinals,   the   #3   seed   
(Stonington)   in   the   Semifinals,   and   lastly   the   #1   
seed   (Ellington)   whom   they   face   in   the   state   
finals   held   at   Veterans   stadium,   New   Britain   CT.   
On   top   of   being   the   programs   first   ever   state   
champions,   the   boys   also   made   history   by   being   
the   highest   seed   to   ever   win   a   state   
championship   as   well   as   beat   the   top   three   
seeds   in   the   process.   Unfortunately   a   year   later   
the   team   fell   just   short   of   this   goal   and   lost   in   
the   semifinals   against   a   hungry   Stonington   
team   who   had   gone   on   to   win   the   entire   
tournament.   After   the   2019   season   around   the   
start   of   the   Coronavirus   outbreak   many   had   
false   hope   about   playing   soccer   in   the   Fall   of   
2020.   Luckily,   the   CIAC   had   come   up   with   a   safe   
alternative   in   order   to   keep   High   school   sports   
up   and   running.     

WIth   this   being   said,   many   rules   now   
apply   to   all   teams   around   Connecticut   in   order   
to   keep   teams   safe   and   clear   of   COVID-19.   Some   
of   these   rules   involve,   not   playing   teams   out   of   
your   region,   having   to   wear   masks   when   not   in   
game,   restriction   of   fans,   and   lastly   not   having   
over   time   in   games.   Despite   these   changes,   the   

Plainville   boys   soccer   team   were   prepared   for   
whatever   came   at   them.   After   a   long   summer   of   
strict   conditioning   practices   were   a   blessing   for   
the   young   men   as   the   season   had   slowly   come   
to   a   start.   With   the   addition   of   new   freshmen,   
the   Plainville   roster   although   scarce   thrives   in   
variety.   When   asked   about   the   leadership   on   the   
team,   freshmen   player   Chase   Gray   had   stated   
“This   year   the   leadership   has   been   great,   
between   the   upperclassmen   and   coaches   they   
really   do   all   they   can   to   help   us   improve   so   that   
we   can   win   as   many   games   as   we   can”.    And   this   
they   did!   The   Plainville   blue   devils   started   the   
season   o�   5-0,    beating   high   caliber   teams   such   
as   Bristol   Eastern   and   Southington.   WIth   a   few   
bumps   along   the   road   the   Boys   now   have   a   final   
record   of   8-4   making   them   a   top   contender   for   
the   regional   championship.   Although   the   

players   are   
the   ones   on  
the   field,   they   
give   most   of   
their   credit   to   
the   incredible   
coachings   
sta�   which   
insist   on   head   

coach   Tim   Brown   as   well   as    jv/assistant   
coaches   Bruce   Billouin,   Shane   Pugliese   and   
Devon   Pugliese.   Devon   and   Shane   are   both   past   
program   players   who   had   brought   Plainville   to   
its   first   ever   semifinal.   When   asked   why   they   
had   come   back   to   coach,   the   two   responded   by   
saying   this.   “There   is   something   about   the   
program   we   just   can't   resist,   the   amount   of   hard   
work   these   guys   go   through   inspires   us   to   
wanna   be   a   part   of   it”.   All   that   hard   work   may   
pay   o�   as   the   Plainville   blue   devils   soccer   team   
approaches   the   new   regional   Soccer   
tournament   that   will   be   held   next   week.   Hope   
to   see   you   there,   Wish   us   Luck!   

  
  
  
  

  



  
  

  
  

  

Cross   Country   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

             Brandon   Barrette   

     

  

  

  
    

  
Darrell   Gorneault   

  

  



  
  

Girls   Soccer   

  

  

  

  

  

  

     

  

           Elena   Gorneault   

     

  

  

  
    

  
     

            Delaney   Beausoleil     
  

  

  



  
  

 Boys   Soccer   

  

  

  

  

  

  

     

  

     Corey   Rexinger-McConnell   

     

  

  

  
    
     

            Patrick   Gryczewski   
  

  

  



  
  

Girls   Swim   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

           Isabella   Samperi   

     

  

  

  
    

  
  

Claudia   Pierscinski     
  

  
  
  
  

  



  
  

Volleyball   

  

  

  

  

  

  

     

  

             Alicia   Quirion   

     

  

  

  
    
     

     
Tianna   Durham   

  

  



  
  

Football   

  

  

  

  

  

  

     

  

      Domonic   Chambrello   

     

  

  

  
    

  

     
Beau   Lasher     

  

  



  
  

Cheerleading   

  

  

  

  

  

  

     

  

          Izzy   Berube    

     

  

  

  
    

  
     

            Andrew   Wojcik     

 

  



  
  

  

 

Dear   seniors,   thank   you   for   your   endless   dedication   to   our   school.   We   understand   this   year   is   not   ideal   
and   we   are   unable   to   have   the   senior   year   that   is   promised   when   we   are   bright   eyed   freshmen.   From   
major   wins   to   key   losses,   we   stayed   strong   and   went   back   out   there.   Thank   you   for   bouncing   back   after   
every   failure   or   setback,   thank   you   for   being   the   ones   that   guide   and   help   our   younger   classmen.   We   all   
remember   our   seniors   the   freshman   year,   they   were   our   mentors   and   many   of   us   looked   up   to   them.   Well   
now   we   are   them.   The   family   and   bonds   you   have   created   throughout   each   of   our   teams   and   clubs   are   
unforgettable.   All   of   the   teachers   and   staff   are   beyond   proud   on   how   resilient   and   determined   we   are   as   a   
graduating   class   to   keep   our   spirits   up.   Keep   up   the   hard   work   and   everything   that   happens   right   now   is   
for   a   reason   and   will   only   make   you   stronger.     

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  


